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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

INFORMATION 

Next TF Chamber Meeting  

Monday, October 14th, 2019—at 12 pm (Noon)  

 At City Hall 

All Members Encouraged and Welcome to Attend! 

 

 

 

CHAMBER MONTHLY MEETING 

2nd Monday of the month. 

 

The 2019-2020 Three Forks  

Chamber of Commerce Phone Books will be in 

the mailbox very soon! Be watching for 

your copy! Additional copies will be 

available for sale at  

City Hall and Main Street Office! 

We Want You!! 
As a Nominee for one of the Chamber 

positions coming open in December! 

    Open Positions include:  

President 

Secretary 

   Board Member 
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Three Forks Chamber of Commerce 

Unapproved Minutes 

September 9, 2019 
 

The September Chamber meeting was held at Stageline Pizza. Present at the meeting were President, Brooke Leugers (Member); Vice President, Karen Walton 
(Member); Treasurer, Ranee Berg (Three Forks Chiropractic Clinic); Secretary, Tanya Gonzalez (Tanya R. Gonzalez, CPA, PC); Board Member, Jeff Elliott 
(Three Forks Schools); Board Member, Chuck Wambeke (ECI); Executive Secretary, Connie Hussung; Website Administrator, Katie LaLiberty; Member, Kim 
Gelder (Headwater’s Food Bank); Member, Pam Carey (Legacy Trading); and guest Brent Donnelly, Deputy District Director – MT, US SBA.  
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Brooke. 
 
Welcome Members and Visitors: Brooke welcomed members and guests, and thanked them for their attendance. Introductions were made. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The August 2019 unapproved minutes were sent prior to the meeting, for review. Chuck motioned to approve the August 2019 meeting 
minutes, Karen seconded. All approved.  
 
Treasurer Report:  Reports were sent prior to meeting. Ranee reviewed the Profit & Loss, Budget vs. Actuals, and Balance Sheet. Expenses: PayPal, fees for 
2019 membership $17.00 & $1.50; USPS, membership packets $7.35; Seiler’s Hardware, VIC supplies $17.18; Three Forks Market, Fun Money reimbursement 
$25.00; Three Forks Voice, farmer’s market advertising $24.00; TLC Septic Services, VIC portable restroom $115.00; Payroll – Judy Hecker $436.71, Linda 
Hessen $413.67, Connie Hussung $813.83, Katie LaLiberty $126.49, Brooke McLees $287.44, Carolyn Miller $518.71, Mary Miller $269.29, Linda Wilcox 
$168.42. Tanya motioned to approve payment of expenses, Chuck seconded and the board approved.  
 
Executive Secretary Report: Connie reported on the month of August. The month was spent focusing on general bookkeeping and filing, the 2019/2020 phone 
book, and the Chamber By-Laws. Also reported was the VIC numbers down from the previous year and the closing date of 9/12 for the season.  
 
There were 61 calls received/returned, 138 emails, 0 visitor packets and 0 relocation packets sent, and 0 tent rentals.  
 
Website Administrator Report:  Katie reported that the majority of her time during the month of August was spent on updating member’s online listing. 

Farmer’s Market Facebook push was successful due to members’ sharing/likes. The website platform is due for renewal in November. A discussion was held 

about an upgrade option. Those in attendance voiced that there were not enough members using the system to upgrade which would also require items to be 

changed by the administrator.  

 

Committee Reports:   

Civic & Economic Development Committee: Jeff Elliott, Chuck Wambeke and Brooke Leugers – 
Brent Donnelly, Deputy District Director – MT, US SBA presented the key components that the SBA (Small Business Administration) offers: 

Access to Capital (as a guarantor) 
Counseling Services (for business ideas, plans, projections) 
Contracting (with the government) 

Chuck has been working with the TEDD (Targeted Economic Development District) group regarding Three Forks services that are not being addressed in 

the Broadwater I-90/Hwy 287 planning. He has also been working with the City of Three Forks for some rezoning options in order to bring in afforda-

ble housing, etc. Broadband/fiber optics availability and expansion is another project he’s working on.  

Ambassadors Committee: Karen Walton, Brooke Leugers & Tara Forsberg –Brooke discussed membership recruitment and a new membership level. She 
suggested the following changes that would allow for small, home-based businesses to get involved with the Chamber:  

Lower Individual membership to $50 
Add Home-Based business membership at $125 (includes outside phonebook listing) 
Change Copper membership to include an additional key word listing 

Time ran out to discuss this proposal further, but will likely be voted on at the next chamber meeting. 

Karen made a motion for the Chamber to invest in the Discovery Map advertising for $1500. The motion was not seconded and the item was dismissed.  

The next after-hours event is scheduled for October 9th at the Three Forks Municipal Golf Course from 5-7pm.   

Special Events Committee: Ranee Berg, Tanya Gonzalez, Brooke Leugers- Due to meeting time constraints, the Special Events Committee did not report, 
but will send out an email update.  

 
New Business: TF Chamber Officer/Board Member nominations for 2020. Officers – Brooke Leugers, President; Tanya Gonzalez, Secretary; and Jeff Elliot, 

Board Member will all be opening positions. We are looking for nominations to fulfill the positions in the upcoming year. If you are interested in a position or 

would like to nominate someone, please let a board member/officer know.  

Old Business:   
Cowgirl Creativity has suggested stuff-bags for the trick-or-treaters. Brooke stated she will obtain quotes.  

Billboard Sign Skins-Brooke looked into sign installers who stated that they only install their own skins. It was suggested that prior to getting bids from those 
outside of our chamber, that we ask both Cowgirl Creativity and the Main Street Office if they would like to seek out installers and provide a new quote for the 
skin and installation. If neither can provide installation services, we will go outside of the chamber for full quotes.  
 
Next Meeting: Monday, October 14, 2019 @ 12:00pm at City Hall. Motion to adjourn was made by Chuck and seconded by Karen. Meeting adjourned.  

 

The Three Forks Chamber of Commerce wants to thank our community for choosing to support our local businesses! 
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Blue Smoke Barbeque is one of the newest 

members to the Three Forks Chamber of Commerce! 

The business is owned by Justin Koller. Blue Smoke 

BBQ embraces the history and cooking techniques of 

central Texas-Style barbeque while using local ingre-

dients for a distinctly Montana flavor. Their wood 

comes from Texas as well as the Gallatin and Flat-

head Valleys, and Washington state. Ingredients are 

locally sourced whenever possible, and all sides are 

made from scratch! 

The Blue Smoke Truck lives in Three Forks, and also 

travels around Gallatin Valley for event catering ser-

vices. Private catering is available upon request for 

weddings, reunions, company events, etc. Blue 

Smoke BBQ operates seasonally and is closed during 

the Winter. Exact dates are weather dependent. 

Blue Smoke BBQ can be found on Facebook, Insta-

gram and their website at bluesmokebarbeque.com. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony will be held on Saturday, 

September 28th from 2-5pm at their location at 

Remuda Coffee. Everyone is welcome to join the fun! 

Cowgirl Creativity hung her shingle when she also donned the 

bonnet of motherhood. With a passion (or OCD) for consistency and 

continuity—brand identity was something that brought together love 

for both design work and marketing campaigns. Younger years were 

spent working for local printing and promotional items companies. 

Cutting teeth in customer relations and project management at a nation-

al print broker taught me a lot about the needs of small business in 

America. And with nearly all of our clients from outside of Montana, 

my hometown job gave me national exposure. 

The name says it all… It took a few sleepless nights until it finally 

clicked. But picking out names for my kids took much longer! I started 

with just a focus on graphic design, but learned with my first client that 

the business was in branding that logo on anything you can think of! 

My clients range from high end boutique hotels to 4H groups. I enjoy 

working with such a diverse client base—it keeps my ingenuity rev-

ving!   

See more details for Cowgirl Creativity at Julia@cowgirlcreativity.com. 

Three Forks Voice is our newest local weekly newspaper and 

Three Forks Chamber of Commerce Member! Three Forks 

Voice is devoted to the people of Three Forks and the surround-

ing area. The paper was established October 17, 2018, by Melis-

sa Jenkins and Jack Smith. Get ahold of Melissa for all news, 

events and happenings! 

Welcome Blue Smoke BBQ, Cowgirl  

Creativity and Three Forks Voice to the  

Three Forks Chamber of Commerce! 
 

Keep an eye out for more New Chamber Member  

Highlights in upcoming Newsletters!! 
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Thank you to everyone who came out each Thursday evening to enjoy the  

Three Forks Chamber Farmer’s Market!  

It was a fun summer! Congratulations to all the “Fun Bucks” winners! 

Thank you to our Farmer’s Market Committee person—Diane Phillips  

for all of your wonderful dedication and work putting together such a great 

summer event for Three Forks! 
 

See you all again next summer! 

The 2019-2020 Three Forks Area Telephone Directory will arrive in your mailboxes very soon! All Chamber members and residences 

with a 59752 or 59760 zip code will receive a copy by USPS. It’s a great advertising opportunity for all Chamber Members! A lot of 

planning, organization, and man hours go into the local phone book, and we’re happy to report it’s nearly finished! 

The Three Forks phone book is a household staple! Folks have relied on this little book for many years. They pick up extra copies to 

send to out of town family and friends to help keep them in the loop on phone number and address changes. For some it’s used to pro-

vide current addresses for Christmas card and holiday mailings. Quite honestly, it’s a pretty important book to have if you’re from 

Three Forks or from out of town! Extra copies of the Three Forks Telephone Directory can be purchased at the City Office or Main 

Street Office for $2.00 each. Or you can contact the Chamber office if you need additional copies. Thank you to all the phone book 

helpers for your hard work on this great project! 

For corrections to the phone book or to be included in next year’s edition, please contact the  

Three Forks Chamber of Commerce Office at 406-285-4753. 

2019-2020  Three Forks Area Telephone Directory 

Upcoming Three Forks Sports Schedule 
 

Varsity  Football 

September 20—Football at Columbus 7:00pm 

September 27—Homecoming at Home against Big Timber 

7:00pm 

October 4—Football at Townsend at 7:00pm 

October 11—Football at Home against Jefferson at 7:00pm 

October 18—Football at Home against Whitehall at 7:00pm 

October 25—Football at Florence at 7:00pm 

 

JV Football 

September 30—Football at Big Timber at 4:00pm  

October 7—Football at Townsend at 5:30pm 

 

Junior High Football 

September 23—Football at Monforton at 4:00pm 

September  26—Football at Home against Boulder at 4:00pm 

October 7—Football at Home against Townsend at 4:00pm 

 

Cross Country 

September 20 at Twin Bridges (Jr. High) at 9:30am 

September 28 at Mtn West Missoula at 10:00am 

October 3 at Jefferson (Jr, High only) at 4:00pm 

October 5 at Three Forks (Jr. High) at 10:00am 

October 10 at Helena at 12:00am 

October 19 at Townsend (Jr. High) at 10:00am 

October 26—State Tourney at Great Falls TBA 

 

Varsity & JV Volleyball 

September 21—Volleyball at Manhattan Christian at 4:00pm 

September 26—Volleyball at Jefferson at 4:00pm 

September 28—Volleyball at Home against Whitehall at 5:00pm 

October 3—Volleyball at Home against Manhattan at 4:00pm 

October 5—Volleyball at Jefferson (Tourney) TBA 

October 10—Volleyball at Ennis at 4:00pm 

October 12—Volleyball at Big Timber at 4:00pm 

October 15—Volleyball at Home against Townsend at 4:00pm 

October 22 - Volleyball Home against Lone Peak at 4:00pm 

October  24 - Volleyball at Whitehall at 5:00pm 

October 26 - Volleyball at Home against Big Timber at 4:00pm 

 

Junior High Volleyball 

September 24-Volleyball at Whitehall at 4:00am 

September 28 - Volleyball at Manhattan (Tourney) at 9:00am 

September 30 - Volleyball at Home against Belgrade at 4:00pm 

October 1 - Volleyball at Manhattan at 4:00pm 

October 5 - Volleyball at Townsend (Tourney) at 9:00am 

October 7 - Volleyball at Townsend at 4:00pm 

October 10 - Volleyball at Ennis at 3:30pm 

October 14 - Volleyball at Home against Whitehall at 4:00pm 

October 16—Volleyball at Manhattan Christian at 3:30pm 

 

Come on out and support the kids! 

Go Wolves Go!! 

 

Farmer’s Market Fun Bucks Winners 
7/11—Lorna Parker 

7/18—Joan Burwell 

7/25—Teri Whitesitt 

8/1—Allen Veltcamp 

8/8—Teresa Roadarmel 

8/15—Paula Weinacht 

8/29—Rodger Nerlin 

9/5—Kathy Nowak 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
 

● GCC Trident Plant Open House—9/21 9am—2pm 

● Three Forks City Council Meeting— 9/24 @ 7pm 

● Three Forks Volunteer Fire Training—9/24 @ 7pm 

● No School September 27th! 

● Three Forks High School Homecoming Parade—9/27 @ 3pm 

● Three Forks HS Homecoming  Football Game—9/27 @ 7pm 

● Blue Smoke BBQ Ribbon Cutting Ceremony—9/28 2pm-5pm 

● Bozeman Health Belgrade Clinic Health Fair—9/28 8am—noon 

● Three Forks City Council Meeting—10/8 @ 7pm 

● Three Forks Chamber Business After Hours—10/9 @5:00pm 

● Three Forks Chamber Meeting—10/14 @ noon @ City Hall 

● Three Forks City Council Meeting—10/22 @ 7pm 

● Trick or Treat on Main Street—10/31 3pm—5pm 

 

Thank you to our 2019 VIC Hosts!! 

Linda Hessen, Judy Hecker, Carolyn Miller,  

Mary Miller,  Judy Harris, and Brooke McLees!  

Our VIC hosts do a nice job of welcoming visitors to our area. They are 

wonderful representatives for Three Forks and very helpful to the many 

visitors that have plenty of questions about the history of Three Forks 

and the surrounding area. They provide information about our businesses, 

they give directions, and they let people know about events going on 

during the summer and at other times of the year. They really go the extra 

mile to make sure that visitors in our area feel welcome and want to 

come back and visit our area again! 

It was a good 2019 summer for the VIC, and the numbers were only 

slightly lower by 75 visitors compared to 2018. Once again, our hosts 

provided a wonderful first welcome to our little community! Each 

time I would stop in, they were delightfully speaking to guests and 

answering all the questions they had. 

Each year we apply for the Yellowstone County Montana Tourism 

Grant. This year they awarded our Chamber an $9000 grant. The 

grant pays the wages for the VIC hosts.  

Here are some interesting stats about the number of visitors over 

the past few years: 

Year 2008–2545 visitors; Year 2009-2315 visitors;  Year 2010-1847 

visitors; Year 2011-1699 visitors; Year 2012-1909 visitors; Year 

2013-2162 visitors; Year 2014-1611 visitors; Year 2015-2510 visi-

tors; Year 2016-1859 visitors; Year 2017-1922 visitors; 2018-1805; 

2019-1730 visitors.  

The Top Ten Out Of State Visitors:  Washington State-79; Canada-

45; California-114; Idaho-64; Iowa 33; Colorado-34; Florida-43; 

Texas 48; Arizona-34; Minnesota-56. These stats are taken from the 

visitor register that is signed by all the people who stop by the Visitor 

Information Center during the summer. Foreign visitors Came 

From: Australia, Belize, Canada, China, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, El 

Salvador, England, France, Germany, Mexico, Netherlands, new 

Zealand, Norway, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Scotland, Spain, Swe-

den, Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom, Wales. 

Thanks again to our great VIC hosts who welcome each visitor  

to our area. And thanks much to Ray and Linda Noble for  

keeping track of the visitor stats each summer! 

Visitor Information Center has a good 2019 Summer! 

Headwaters Heritage Museum News 

The Headwaters Heritage Museum will close for the season on Monday, September 

30.  Visits to the museum during the off season can be arranged by calling 581-5546 

or 285-3644. Thanks go to everyone for supporting the museum throughout the year 

with donations, membership in the Three Forks Area Historical Society and/or vol-

unteering time and talents to the operation of the museum.  Anyone interested in 

becoming a docent next summer, please contact the Volunteer Coordinator at 581-

5546.  Visitors to the museum come from nearly all the states and many coun-

tries. Being a volunteer is also a great way to learn more about our local history. 
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Three Forks Chamber Committees 

Civic & Economic  Development Committee 
Committee Leads ~ Chuck Wambeke, Jeff Elliot,  

Brooke Leugers 

Brent Donnelly, Deputy District Director – MT, US SBA presented the 
key components that the SBA (Small Business Administration) offers: 
Access to Capital (as a guarantor)Counseling Services (for business 
ideas, plans, projections)Contracting (with the government) Chuck has 
been working with the TEDD (Targeted Economic Development Dis-
trict) group regarding Three Forks services that are not being addressed 
in the Broadwater I-90/Hwy 287 planning. He has also been working 
with the City of Three Forks for some rezoning options in order to bring 
in affordable housing, etc. Broadband/fiber optics availability and ex-
pansion is another project he’s working on.  
 

Ambassador Committee 
Committee Leads ~ Tara Forsberg and Karen Walton 

Brooke discussed membership recruitment and a new membership level. 
She suggested the following changes that would allow for small, home-
based businesses to get involved with the Chamber: Lower Individual 
membership to $50; Add Home-Based business membership at $125 
(includes outside phonebook listing); Change Copper membership to 
include an additional key word listing. Time ran out to discuss this pro-
posal further, but will likely be voted on at the next chamber meeting. 
Karen made a motion for the Chamber to invest in the Discovery Map 

advertising for $1500. The motion was not seconded and the item was 

dismissed. The next after-hours event is scheduled for October 9th at the 

Three Forks Municipal Golf Course from 5-7pm.   

 

Special Events Committee 
Committee Leads ~ Ranee Berg and Brooke Leugers 

Back to School Tailgate Party - Facebook and emails were sent out; 
Ranee contacted school to make sure it was being announced 

there.  There was confusion with the school about whether it would be a 
BBQ or just snacks.  The initial plan was to have just snacks so we 
wouldn't compete with concessions for the Closeup fundraiser. That 
Friday night it was raining heavily so Brooke suggested cancelling 

and rescheduling.  Connie sent out an email blast, but the Bergs were 
already at the school with potato salad, as were Jeff & other high school 

admin, who were cooking hamburgers & hot dogs.  Several school 
board members and some teachers came and ate in the rain & in the 

concession area. Do we want to reschedule?  Ideas for dates? Maybe do 
something around Homecoming activities? 

Trick or Treat on Main Thursday, Oct. 31 Chamber is planning on hav-
ing a table set up and handing out candy. 

Small Business Saturday - Connie will talk to Katie about this - adver-
tise & support 

Christmas Stroll Date: Friday Dec. 6th 4-8pm (Imerys basketball tour-
nament is the next weekend) 

This afternoon Karen gave info on the lighting contacts from last 
year.  Who do we contact for fixing the GFI connections on the Main 

Street poles for the decorations? Decide next meeting about lights so we 
can get bid & dates secured well ahead of time.  Tree lighting? Bingo - 
Ranee will contact businesses, Gingerbread House Decor - Connie will 

coordinate with Library, Street Closures - Brooke? Burn Barrels -
 Brooke?  Challenger pallet? Wreath Auction - Tudors doing again? 

Vendors - Connie will send out notices, Raffle tickets & items -
 Volunteer to chair needed Parade about 5pm- invitations to be sent 

directly to non-profits to invite to participate - Prizes? Santa w/ horse-
drawn carriage - Connie will contact FSB about sponsoring again.   

Santa Suit, Pictures with Santa - Fancy Feet? Candy Cane Lane - Char-
lie? Museum - stockings? Decoration Contest - encourage businesses to 
decorate their storefronts; prize of travelling trophy & gift certificate? 

Let us know about any other ideas & things that need attention. 

**In the Committee News Room** 

 

We Want You!! 
As a Nominee for one of the Chamber 

positions coming open in December! 

    Open Positions include:  

President 

Secretary 

   Board Member 

Send your nominations to tfchamber@gmail.com 

 

Accepting Chamber Officer and  

Board Member Nominations 

For the offices of 

 President  

Secretary 

 Board Member 

Our chamber membership is growing, and we would like to encourage 

all members to consider a Chamber Office or Board position!! There 

are so many exciting things going on in the Chamber, and we need 

fresh, new ideas to keep the momentum going!  

This is a Great opportunity to get involved in the community!  

Great fun! 

Great comradery! 

Great community spirit!     

 Please call with nominations:  Executive Director, Connie Hussung  

at 285-4753 or email to tfchamber@gmail.com 

Nominations close Monday, November 11, 2019 
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A-1 Wheatland Self Storage Inc 

Action Realty Solutions LLC 

American Land Title Company 

BBG Contractors Inc 

Be Lazy Quilting 

Belgrade News 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Gallatin County 

Blondie Bakes & Catering 

Blue Smoke BBQ  

Bob’s Plumbing 

Bozeman Health Deaconess Hospital 

Brooke Leugers 

Bunkhouse Designs & Embroidery LLC 

Challenger Pallet 

Chiropractic Clinic of Three Forks 

City of Three Forks 

Chuteside Vet Clinic 

Cowgirl Creativity 

D & K Excavation 

Diane Fuhrman Realty 

Diane Phillips 

Doctor Door 

Electrical Consultants, Inc 

First Baptist Church 

First Community Bank 

First Security Bank 

Frontier Club 

Gallatin College 

Gallatin Insurance 

Gator Gutters 

GCC Trident Plant 

Harmon Enterprises Construction Inc 

Headwaters Area Food Bank 

Headwaters Community Arts Institute 

Headwaters Golf Course 

Headwaters Livestock Auction LLC 

Headwaters Storage  

Headwaters Trail System 

Headwaters Veterinary Hospital PC 

Helen’s Critter Care 

Highland Log Homes 

Hilltop Electric 

Horizon Insulation 

House of Clean 

Hyalite Engineers PLLC 

Imerys Talc  

Iron Horse Cafe 

K & L Mortuaries Inc 

Kanta Products Inc 

Karen Walton 

Keller Williams Montana Realty 

K.O.R. Mechanical Inc 

Land of Magic  

Legacy Telecommunications 

Legacy Trading 

Lewis & Clark Motel/The Gathering Place 

L&L Site Services 

M & W Machine Inc 

Main Street Office 

Manhattan Bank—Three Forks Branch 

McLean Plumbing & Heating 

Montana Insurance Inc 

Montana Mountain Massage 

Montana Pony Connexion 

Plaza Bar 

Potty Princess 

Red Tiger Drilling 

Republic Services 

Restoration Massage Therapy LLC 

Roadarmel Construction Inc 

Rockin the Rivers 

Ron’s Diesel Repair & Towing Inc 

Sausage Equipment & Supply 

Seiler’s Hardware 

Sky View Storage 

Stageline Pizza 

Stockman Bank—Manhattan 

Tanya R. Gonzalez CPA PC 

Three Forks Area Ambulance 

Three Forks Area Historical Society/
Headwaters Heritage Museum 

Three Forks Automotive Repair 

Three Forks Bible Church 

Three Forks Christian Center AOG 

Three Forks Community Library 

Three Forks Family Dentistry 

Three Forks Market & RV Park 

Three Forks Motor Supply 

Three Forks Physical Therapy Inc 

Three Forks Public Schools 

Three Forks Rodeo Arena 

Three Forks Saddlery 

Three Forks Storage 

Three Forks Youth Rec Task Force 

Three Rivers Medical Clinic 

Three Forks Rodeo Arena 

Three Forks Voice Weekly Newspaper 

Three Valleys Insurance & Real Estate 

Thriftway Super Stops 

Traveler’s Ink 

Tudor & Associates, Inc 

United Methodist Church of Three Forks 

V-42 Fitness 

Wheat Montana 

Whitetail Ranch Center 

Willow Creek Schools 

Wilson Engineering PLLC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

124 Main Street 

Three Forks, MT 59752 

406-285-3172 

24 Main Street 

Three Forks, MT 

59752 

406-285-4455 

M-F 11am—9pm 

Sat-Sun—8am-9pm 


